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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 296102 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EFIS, XL 

SUBJECT: SPINY LOBSTER FISHING 

1. FLORIDA-BASED SPINY LOBSTER FISHERMEN HAVE EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN CONDUCTING FISHING OPERATIONS IN VARIOUS AREAS 
OF CARIBBEAN, INCLUDING WATERS OFF COASTS OF ADDRESSEE 
COUNTRIES. FISHERMEN HAVE REQUESTED ASSISTANCE OF DEPT 
AND INFORMATION REGARDING TERMS AND CONDITIONS ACCORDING 
TO WHICH ADDRESSEE GOVERNMENTS MAY PERMIT FOREIGN FISHING 
FOR THIS SPECIES. 

2. POSITION OF USG ON SUCH FISHING IS THAT FISHERMEN HAVE 

A LEGAL RIGHT TO OPERATE BEYOND 12-MILES FROM COAST OF ANY 
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DICTION OVER LOBSTER AS CREATURE OF CONTINENTAL SHELF. 

DEPT HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY SUCH CLAIMS ON PART OF ANY OF 
HOST GOVERNMENTS. THERE IS POTENTIAL JURIDICAL DISPUTE, 
HOWEVER, WITH NICARAGUA AND COSTA RICA WHICH HAVE 200-MILE 
CLAIMS OF JURISDICTION OVER WATERS OFF THEIR COASTS. SHOULD 
THEY LICENSE FOREIGN FISHERMEN TO FISH INSIDE 200-MILES FOR 
SPINY LOBSTER, HOWEVER, DEPT WOULD NOT OBJECT IF FISHERMEN 
CHOSE TO PURCHASE LICENSES ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD BE UNDER NO 
LEGAL OBLIGATION TO DO SO. IN CASES OF COLOMBIA AND 
HONDURAS WITH 12-MILE CLAIMS, QUESTION IS ESSENTIALLY 
WHETHER OR NOT THEY LICENSE FOREIGN LOBSTER FISHING INSIDE 
12-MILES. 

3. POSTS SHOULD APPROACH APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS TO ASCERTAIN LAWS AND REGULATIONS OF HOST 
GOVERNMENTS RELATING TO FISHING FOR SPINY LOBSTER BY 
FOREIGN FISHERMEN. JURIDICAL QUESTION SHOULD NOT BE 
RAISED, AS WE ARE ONLY INTERESTED AT THIS TIME IN WHAT 
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS OF HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE. DEPT WOULD 
SUGGEST THAT DUE TO INFORMATIONAL NATURE OF REQUEST, 
PERHAPS APPROACH SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO FISHERY OFFICIALS 
OR OTHER RELEVANT TECHNICAL AGENCY. INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHELLFISH, FISHING INDUSTRY, FISHING GROUNDS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE296102 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BSHALLMAN:EEB/BTK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750437-0977 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 238/aaaabhrz. tel 

Line Count: 83 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN OFA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 SEP 2003 by KelleyW0>; APPROVED <19 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPINY LOBSTER FISHING 
TAGS: EFIS, XL, US 
To: BOGOTA MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



